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| Matted States Mint, Lhiladelphia, Lenn., 


ASSAY DEPARTMENT, 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 118 


[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Encloses a silver 3¢ piece for examination. 835 


United States Treasury, 
New York, 
October 4, 1879 


Hon. Director of U.S. Mint 
Phila. 


Dear Sir 

I send the enclosed three cent silver pieces, to have your expert in such matters determine 
as to its genuineness, as there is a doubt of it here — also ask the favor of a copy of the last Mint 
Report. 

Very Respectfully &c. 


David Wilson 
Per P.L.G. 


[Noted on back:] 


It is C— 
Hand to Mr. DWB 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 118 


[Letter Two:] 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
October 17, 1879 


Note for the Superintendent. 

The three-cent piece sent by the U.S. Treasury, New York, is very remarkable. 

It is proved to be false, by the combined evidence of — 1. bad lettering, 2. blackening 
under the liquid test (after scraping), and 3. light weight. And yet the CIII side is so near to the 
genuine, that the die may have been produced from a good coin by the drop-press. It is a base 


metal heavily silvered, & likely to deceive. 


WE. DuBois 
Assayer 


